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3 A map that shows all parks, conservancies and biodiversity areas of the region can be found at 
http://www.savethegreatbear.org/resources/category/maps
4 http://www.ilmb.gov.bc.ca/slrp/lrmp/nanaimo/central_north_coast/biodiversity.html

Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM) in the Great 
Bear Rainforest is one of the most comprehensive 
conservation and forest management achievements 
of this scale on Earth. The goals of Ecosystem-Based 
Management are twofold: low ecological risk (maintain 
70 per cent of the natural levels of old-growth across 
all rainforest types) and high levels of human well-
being. The measures set a new global model for forest 
conservation that strengthens indigenous rights, 
increases wildlife and ecological resilience, and keeps 
carbon stored in old-growth forests as a result of avoided 
logging. The conservation model sustains (and in some 
cases aims to restore) the long-term health for all types 
of forest ecosystems in the region. The science-based 
goal agreed to by all parties, to maintain 70 per cent 
of natural levels of old-growth ecosystems across all 
forest types, will be achieved for most ecosystems and 
exceeded in many. The plan puts an area the size of 
Nova Scotia under a new legal, scientifi c and principled 
standard for maintaining forest and wildlife health, and 
the health of the communities that depend on them, into 
the future.

Protected Areas

2.4 million hectares3, approximately 38 per cent of the 
region, protected from logging in conservancies, parks 
and Biodiversity, Mining and Tourism Areas4.  (8 new 
protected areas added in 2016)

New Forest Management System 

• 85 per cent of the forested land base of the Great 

Bear Rainforest (3.1 million hectares, including 
protected areas) will now be off limits to industrial 
logging, equal to an area the size of Vancouver 
Island.

• The 15 per cent (550,000 hectares) that can be 
logged will be subject to the most stringent 
commercial logging legal standards in North 
America.

• 40 per cent reduction in logging from 2006. Logging 
will be reduced to 2.5 million cubic metres per year 
for the next 10 years, and on a conservation trajectory 
after that.

• Transparency - logging companies will have to 
report out publicly on an annual basis how they are 
achieving the legally required conservation targets.

Final Ecosystem-Based Management Implementation Milestones
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First Nations Community Well-being

•	 Solidifies First Nations shared decision-making 
with the province over land use in their traditional 
territories. 

•	 Legal requirements to maintain areas of cultural, 
ecological and economic significance to First 
Nations. 

•	 Economic opportunities for the communities, 
including revenue sharing, access to timber, and 

Coast Opportunity Funds5 available for conservation 
management and economic development.

Carbon Emissions and Forest Resilience

B.C.’s coastal old-growth rainforests store record high 
amounts of carbon per hectare accumulated over 
thousands of years and continue to sequester carbon. 
Increased protection of old-growth will result in an 
immediate reduction of carbon losses from logging.

5 The Coast Opportunity Fund  (COF) was established in 2007 with $120 million in conservation financing ($60 million from private philanthropic 
funds and $60 million from B.C. and Canadian governments). COF funds conservation management projects and ecologically sustainable busi-
ness ventures for First Nations communities in the Great Bear Rainforest.

More Information
Rainforest Solutions Project:
www.savethegreatbear.org

The scientific basis for Ecosystem-Based Management: 
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/slrp/citbc/abo.html

Great Bear Rainforest forestry management requirements:
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/tasb/SLRP/plan17.html

Protected and Operating Areas in the Great Bear Rainforest


